Foreword

Airshows can and do change your lifé&Steve Bridgewater reveals how a trip to an airshow as
aspirational nineyear old moulded his life

| remember straining my neck to look into the far distanéen
unmistakable shape wasrcling on the horizon, a shape this
fresh-faced nine-year old[see right!]had seen in books and
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nine red jets spiralled and pirouetted their way between thjgss
clouds, their coloured smoke painting a trail and smelli
divine as it drifted down onto the crowd

The jets arched over the top of a loop and speared strai

an

down towards the earth..d [ F RAS& |yR 3Sy R (KS
commentator, adding a dramaticapse as the aeroplanes
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Seemingly at the last moment the jetplit in nine directions and tens of thousands of peo

ple

applaudedand cheered In front of me asmall aeroplane burst into life belching a cloud of oily

smoke behind Its silverfuselageand yellowwingsglinted in the dappled sunshine
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incoming aeroplane was now trailing a clooftthick black smoke
and flying straight towards the airfield The mighty Vulcan
bomber was inbound At crowd centre the pilot stood the big
delta onto its tail and the engines howled as it climbed towards a
large blue patch in sky For the next 15 miates | stood
spellbound as the ¥omber cavorted in front of me, a wide eyed
grin seemingly painted onto my young face

This was 1984l was jushine years old but | remember my first

aerofdanes but that day, more than 25 years ago, | knew | wanted to be a pilot

airshow experience to this dayL QR 't gl &8a 0SSy Ayl

Airshows do that to a young childThey enthral, they energise aactive imagination and they
inspire  Ask almost anyaviator and they will tell you that a childhood airshowperience was

instrumental in their decision to work in aviation.

This year marks the 180anniversary ofboth the
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Great Britain The century haseen British airshows
firmly establish themselveas the biggest, best and
most famous in the worldIn 2009 the British airsho
scene is the healthiest in the worldAttendances top
6.5 million ¢ making it the second largest spectat 3
event in the country, second only to attending footbg=mssgk™ g
matches ' -



Airshow attendeesn this country also have the widest choice of venues (per capita) and the biggest
variation in airshow genresThere are events tailored for those who are passionate about modern
jets, shows specialising in restored World WavoTaircrdt, aerobatic contests antly-ins ofgeneral
aviation aircraft There are tradeshows for helicopters, microlights, light aeroplanes, kitplanes and
of course the SBAC Farnborough shiemains thebest regarded aviation trade show in the warld

However, perhaps more importantly, there are shows that feature a mix of all these geqres
offering something for everybody These shows offer much more than aeroplanes, they include
funfairs, markets, craft stalls and all manner or attractions to appeal toetmigre family It is
perhapsthese shows thatlo the most work ainspiringthe next aviation generatian

The largest growth area in recent years has been the boom in seaside.shoea authority funded
shows are now commonplace at cliff top and beaenues around the coast of Britain from Dawlish

in the south to Sunderland in the nortifrhe massive shows at Eastbourne and Bournemouth attract
hundreds of thousands of spectators, many of whom would never consider visiting an airfield to
watch aerophnes.

British airshows do an immeasurable amount of work
They inspire young and old aliké'hey highlight the
technological wonders created by the British
manufacturing industry and pay tribute to the brave
men and women of our armed force3hey enale us

to commemorate the past angbay our respects to
fallen heroes Airshows also attract such huge
attendance figures, which in turn play a massive part
in the British economy with people from around the
country (and the world) needing hotels, foodgefuand
other servicesinth& K2 6 Qa Cdrea OKY Sy (i

Since my indoctrination some 25 years ago airshows have become a way oAdifa teenager |
spent almost every summer weekend on an airfield watching my heroes fly in the skies aholre me
my early20s | found a job that enabled me to convert my passion into a career and | have spent the
last ten years reporting on airshows as an aviation journalist.
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my goal of becoming a display pildt is my hope that | will one day be able to play my own small
part and help inspire a child in the same manner as my eyes were opentha@t June day in 1984

Airshows determined my path in aviation, and resulteda career that | dearly love For me
airshows are important in so many ways and the centenary of the inaugural event was an obvious
choice for my third entry into the Dawn to Dusk competition

Blackpool 1909



Background

| first foundout about the annual Dawn to Dusk competition2005when | was working as Deputy

Editor at¢ 2 R I & Qragarink Ore Bf my contributors sent in an article about his emtetailing

how he had flown a flexwing microlightN2 Y [ I YR&a 9y R (G2 W2Ky hQDNERI (a
and he had clearly had a lot of fun.

At that time | was approaching the end of my National Private Pilot Licence (NPPL) and looking for
ways to use my new licencelThrough my friendship withddly Vacher | had also become involved
with the Flying Scholarships for the Disabled (FSD) charity and | decided to idaamyto Dusk

entry to benefitFSD.

Using the 78 anniversary of the Supermarine Spitfire as our the
Louise Walker and[tight] set off early on June 29, 200\t that time |
had just over 80hrs total time and just 18hrs in commahduise and |
landed at 14 former Spitfire airfieldiuring the daycovered 617nm and
flew for 8hrs 35mins Our entry was judged to have come thiadd was |
awarded the Tiger Club Trophout we also raised around £3,000 fa
Flying Scholarships, fqr Ehe Disabled a}nd qenerated a mass of publici
Havingbee®WWo A GUUSY 0€é UKS 0dz2Q AYy H.A

By this time | had formed a Igstanding flying partnership with

Amanda Harrison and our mutual love of 1920s aviation and air

racing resulted in us marking the®5 Yy y A SNB | NB 2F G(GKS
air race By now | had logged 118hrs and | clocked up nfytsir in

command during thelight.

We flew our 2007 entry on July 27 and by the end of the day we had

NBI OKSR wmn F2 N)YSNJ.YWieyhadXiawn /712 NI OS
and been airborne fop KNRE npYAya oO6mMnKNBR opYAya
by the time we landed back at our base at RAF Biaton.

Our 2007 flight resulted in yet more
publicity for Flying Scholarships for th
Disabled and was awarded both th
Tiger Club Trophy and the Pool
Sword by the judging panel.

The following year saw Amand
working as a newly qualified Flyin
Instructor and | had just formed m
own company, having been mad
redundant As such we were unable tg
fund the flight ourselves and we hag
little available time to find a sponsor
Regrettably we were therefore forced
to sit-out the 2008 contest.

Amanda ad | are botrkeenl R@2 O 4Sa 2F 5l gy (G2 5dzal & I YSGKs:
horizons All too many pilots allow their licence to lapse due to a lack of motivation or reason to fly,
but we try to explain that Dawn to Dusk gives them that reasofly.



We both actively promote the contest through lectures at flying clubs and aviation societies around

the UK and Amanda extols the virtues of the contest to the many student pilots that pass through

her hands each yearWe have also published &rtOf S& | 02dzi 2dzNJ Fft AIKiGa Ay
Flying, the Guild of Air Pilots & Air Navigators magazine and the magazine published by the British
Women Pilots Association

At least two teams of pilots have entered the Dawn to Dusk contest this 38a result of the
promotion we have been doingThey are both dear friends and we have offered them as much
advice and encouragement as possible, but that only made us more determined to enter ourselves
and give them a run for their money!

Dawn to Dus k 2009

My love of airshows recently combined with my publishing background and early in 2009 | was
commissioned to write the definitive history of British airshow&/ith the research into the book
progressing well it became obvious that the Airshow Ceatgrwould make an ideal theme for a
Dawn to Dusk entry..all we needed was a sponsor.

The current financial climate did not help matters and our former sponsors wished us well but sadly
could not offer any assistanceBy now my company, Awyr Aviatiorof@munication ¢ which
specialises in marketing and promotion work for aviation compagie&s building its client base

and a number of companiegere cajoled into giving the project consideration

Despite afalsé G F NI g A GK ! ANJ htivihd exprdsdpdizbiepest but fvds @verdtu@lly Ct A 3
unable to help, we pressed on and a new customer sprang to the rescue at the eleventh hour

Take Flight Aviation employed the services of Awyr Aviation Communication in July 2009 uig
17 pledged to flly sponsor our Dawn to Dusk flight as long as we could guarantee publicity in one of
the major General Aviation magazines.

As both¢ 2 R & Qa@nd PiloAnfagarines had already included features about the 2006 and 2007
flights respectively we decided tffer the rights to the third flight to Flyer magazin®iscussions
with lan Waller, Editor oFlyer were instigated and July 21 lenfirmed hewould commission a

major articleaboutour flight ¢ 1S Cf A3IKG ! GAIF GA2y Qa gomye&8dNE ai | S
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Take Flight
Take Flight AVIATION "+
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syndicate or fractional ownehip
scheme

Take Flight members enjoy aircraft hire
without limits.  There's no minimum
hours requirement, which means you can
hire aircraft for a day or a weekend, but
only pay for the time the aircraft is in use
It's like having your own aircraft tose as
you wish, but at the fraction of the cost of
ownership!

Unlike most flying schools and training
organisations whose emphasis is training,




Take Flight focuses on pilots who want clean and reliable aircraft to fly without restrictions,
whenever theywant them The monthly fixed cost to members is £40 per month then pilots pay per
hour flown Members can fly as little or as much as they .likdo minimums- no maximums
Student PPL's pay half price for the duration of trainifigne hire rates; typically£89.00 for a PA
28-140 on a weekdayncludes fuel, VAT and home landing fees at Wellesbourne Mountford

Change of charity

As one of our friendsvas already entering the 2009 Dawn to Dusk contest on behalf of Flying
Scholarships for the Disablatk decided to use our flight to benefit another charitWe felt that
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In 2006 my first entry into thé&awn to Dusk contest received sponsorship from Shepherd Neame
brewery, brewers of Spitfire AleAmong their package of support was a media launch event at
Biggin Hill, to which the media, supporters and friends were invited along with representatives of
the Flying Scholarship for the Disabled charity

Among the people | met that evening was a wonderful young lady by the name of Mandy Pantall

Mandy had enjoyed an incredible life, being a competitive gymnast, ballroom dancer and horse

rider. Shehadda2 62NJ SR a | WgAy3Islt 1SN adkyRAYy3I | s
sponsored by the Cadburys Crunchie Flying Circus and had the world at heFHeat ten years ago

a horse riding accident left Mandy unable to walk without grave difficaitgt in chronic pain at all

times.

In 2006 she was the recipient of a flying scholarship and on the day of my Biggin Hill press launch she

flew a Piper PA8 in from Goodwood with her instructoiTo this day | remember the moment | met

Mandy. She clinbed from her cockpit and with the aid of two crutches she walked across the Biggin

Hill apron to greet me d | Sfshe2saida L QY al yRe YR LQOShedmmi (i 3I2y ¢
promptly burst into tears and flung her arms around . m&e all remember oufirst solofondly but

for somebody who has been through so much as Mandy the emotion of such a landmark was too

much to keep hiddenFrom that moment Mandy became a very dear frierd fact she became the

nearest | have to a sister and | love her deattywas a proud day for us all when Mandy passed her

skills test and qualified as a fully trained pild&he is one of the best aviators | know, precise, safe

and cautious but she enjoys every second she is in the air

Amanda met Mandy independentlthrough the
British Women Pilots Association and was equally
in awe of her willpower and determination as well
as her infectious personality and drive for life

Mandy benefited from her scholarship in so many

ways and she was eager to return the favoun
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; Chief Test Pilot, Phi h Q5 Sff o0t h503% @K2
- _ v to join him in establishing a new charity at Kemble

This would become known as the fly2help Foundatiofhe duo areseen here withF1 World

Championand fly2help supporter Lewis Hamilton.




fly2help -Turning Ordinary Days into Extraordinary Adventures
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horizons via the medium of flight; working with individual v e n orgy

groups and likeninded charities to stretch physical, mentz
and emotional boundaries that have been set by a life trauma or tragédg¢ S OK I NA G & Qa O2 N.
disadvantaged youngsters for whom they aim to inspire imagination, determinatiorestelém and
. confidence However fly2help is committed to
supporting anyone who could benefit, regardless of
age or circumstance, typically supporting the
terminally ill, chronically sick and bereaved

In addition, there are those who simply need a life
boost; including those to have suffered extreme
neglect and abuse, and those who face exclusion
from society on a regular basis as a result of mental
ill-health, sickness, disability, injury or financial
deprivation.

Central to the beliefs of fly2help is that offering an eatating flight and enabling someone to reach
for the skies gives them the chance to see the world from.a
whole new perspective, both literally and metaphorically

For someone lesadvantaged, just being able to wake o
morning with a sense of achievemteor excitement, rather
than disappointment, can be an emoous step towards|
recovery T f & v &k id @ share blue skies, adventurg)
and smiles; creatig precious memories for thosgho need
them most.
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programmes run in partnership with schools or community groups; also offering flying scholarships,
fostering and mentoring those who havdharst for a career within theerospace industry.

Having ser firsthand the difference that fly2help makes to so many lives Amanda and | deoided
use our 2009 Dawn to Dusk entry to benefit this amazing organisation




Crew Members
Two members of crew were carried on tBawn to Dusklight ¢ shaing the flying equally between
them.

Amanda Harrison
Amandaz 6 G F AYSR KSNJ LAt 20Qa f AQ
Hnnp YR KSNJ / 2YYSNDAI f-endginadf|
Instrument Rating (IR) Multi Crew ©peration (MCC) rating andssss
Flying Insuctor rating in 2007 She was born in th r

Nottinghamshire but travelled around a lot as a child before

family settled in the Lake DistricBhe now lives in Brize Norton i ; i «

) \ e
Oxfordshire ‘ ”
She has spent the last two years instructing in variousafir but Y ‘
has become a specialist in the glasgkpit equipped Cirrus rang
of light aircraft. ; e |

Amanda has recently accepted a job with charter company PropStar at Kemble .ai§iwet has
recently completed her conversion onto the Piper Seneca and h&ybe a A 3y SR 2FF
ldaAraldlyaQ 2y . 6He Bas al® Sddverted dnié The TigeWloth and hopes to begin
instructing on the type very soon.

Before she flew for a living Amanda enjoyed a varied career with jobs ranging from photograbhy an
television production to dance teacher and prison wardém her spare time she looks after injured
birds of prey

In September 2006 she competed in the 75th anniversary Schneider Trophy air race at Bembridge on
the Isle of Wight Racing a Cessna 2&he finished 26th overall and was the fastest female
competitor in the race She had previously been the Assistant Aviation Secretary for the Royal Aero
Club Records, Racing & Rallying Association and has navigated in several.air races

Amanda was dignosed with Dyslexia at a young age yet has pursued her passion for aviation and
become a commercial pilot despite this obstacl&he prints herPLOGs and other in cockpit
paperwork on yellow paper and finds this helps her to read it in flight.

Amanda fas flown around 1,300 hours in an assortment of types and was born t&lig! was
elected as a Freeman of the Guild of Air Pilots and Air Men (GAPAN) in 2007 and is an active member
of the British Women Pilots Association (BWPA).

Stephen Bridgewater

| have held a National Private Pilot Licence (NPPL) s
September 2005 and had logged just under 150hrs when | bg
this Dawn to Dusk flightMost of those hours have been logge
in Piper PA8s and Cessna 152s but | have also flown aircraf
diverse & the Jet Provost, Extra 300 and Bulldog.

| was born and bred in Tamworth, Staffordshire and have §
lived next to RAF Wittering near Stamfordl now live in
Nottingham where my fiancée is a doctor at the Queens Med
Centre.




After initially failig my PPL medical due to a minor heart condition (Wolff Parkinson White
Syndromeg Type 2) | have now obtained a JAA Class Il medichhd been my intention to sit the
tt[ {1Aff ¢S aABPlideRse tddzPMA phlit RBV@ noY yet felt thathe NPPL restricts
my flying sufficiently to justify the time and expense of swapping

Although trained in marketingg made my aviatiorcareer as an aviation journaliand haveedited
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have been shortlisted for the prestigious International Aerospace Journalist of the Year Award
(AJOYA) othree separate occasions and havad work published worldwide.

| have also worked for Pooleys Flight Equipment asitkdédMarketing and the Air Atlantique Classic
Flight Club as Commercial Managémow run Awyr Aviation Communication, a company offering
marketing, PR and journalism services to the General Aviatiasind

| was also elected as a GAPAN Freeman @7 20d in 2008 was asked to help create the GAPAN
Young Members (GYM) organisation to promote youth in aerospksi& onthe GYM committee to
this day and have recently applied to become Liveryman of the Guild

| am also a founder committee member ofettirriends of Duxford (FOD) organisation (which we
created in 1999) and also sit on the committee of the Tamworth Model Aero Clwihich | have
been secretary of since 1991 (when | was 16).

The bulk of my time this year has been taken up researching k mawking the 100th anniversary
of the first British airshow in 1909.

The Bears!

It is seemingly impossible for Amanda and | to conduct any long distance flight without the cockpit
being infiltrated by at least two bears! On this occasion we welcomedrab®/ K NX A SQ (KS
N\ FfenKSEt LI a $hehiter iy iRy oshabkad, O
which has now flown on all three of my Dawn to
Dusk flights The name is twdold. Firstly it is in
memory of the late, great and much missed Ray
Hanna ¢ Spitfire maestro andairshow pilot par
excellence Secondly the name Ray also refers to
the Rays of light we hope to see during the sunrise
and sunsets we experience on our Dawn to Dusk
flights. The bears were left on charge of provisions
during this flightbut in hindsightwe are sure they
consumed more than their fair share of bananas!

John Baker & Guy Stockley
My previous two entries have benefited from the input from an Operations Manager both
beforehand and, crucially, on the day itself

We have found that an Opeliahs Manager helps eordinate our day by liaising with airfields and
air traffic units to advise them of our amended timings and speed our transit through their facility
He also updates us with weather and NOTAM information as required and gives igemithelers on
food and hydratiorg which is all too easy to forget during the stress of the flight.

Ny



The Operations Manager for my 2006 flight was Guy Stockley but he was unavailable in 2007 so John
Baker stepped up to the markin 2009 they both played aital role.. even though Guy was
stationed in Afghanistan!

Guy/[right] was born in Crawley, West Sussex and currently live
Leicester Heis a newly qualified commercial pilot with a backgrou
in the RAF He worked finished his RAF career in mgsaphic
interpretation at RAF Brampton before leaving to become an airl
pilot in 2006 The slump in airline recruiting has resulted in G
looking elsewhere for work and he is currently flying Unman
Aerial Vehicles (UAVs) in Afghanistan on secomdne the Royal
Netherlands Air Force.

John[left] was born in London, but now lives in Lingfield next to
London Gatwick airportHe gained his PPL in 2005 at Shorefwam
Sea and has flown about 14&, mostly in Cessha 150/152s and
Piper PA28s, buthas also flown the Piper Cub, Tiger Moth, Harvard
and an AirCam amphibianHe is a Design Engineer by profession
and volunteers as the Turn Point Coordinator for the Royal Aero
Club Records, Racing & Rallying Associatite has also navigated

in severahir races.

Both Guy and John were a tremendous help in the lead up to the
flight 5dzNAy 3 (GKS FEAIKG AdasStT Ddz2 ol a Syaz2eAry3
himself at a computer and remained inneail contact with John He kept a wichful eye on
NOTAMs and weather and helped John as mudieasould from afar

Flightworx

During the flight John positioned himself in th
24hr Operations Room used by Flightworx Aviati
at Earls Colne FlightWorx provides on#o-one
trip support toboth business aviation and private
pilots who want to travel throughout the worldThis is provided on a fixed fee-adc basis or fixed
annual/birannual or monthly tariff as required

Lomoiets P Supporn solticns

They can provide all manner of services including customs ard flignning, @field avareness
briefs, flight following, ground handling, PPR and even hotel bookingsus taking the uncertainty
out of long distance touring

Amanda and | are indebted to the help given by John and¢@lgng with James Wiskin addirian
Kinsley at Flightworxwithout whom this flight would have been even more difficult than it was.



Aircraft and Equipment

Take Flight Aviation owns a variety of aeroplanes, all based at its Wellesbourne Mountford home
We had originally bee allocated Piper R28-161 Warrior GBSCY but as the day of the flight

F LILINEF OKSR W/, g1 & FLIWNRIFIOKAY3I Ada pnkISasdDKS O]
Cherokedl GBYSP.

W{ A S NNdas built inI®88and imported
to the UK from Germanyil999 Powered
by a 180hp Lycoming -860-A4M engine
turning a tweblade, fixed pitch Sensenic
76EM8SH)-62 propeller the aircrafthas an
economical cruise of around 100kts.

According to the handbook the top speed
148kts, the best rate of climb speés 85kts
and the stall speed (with full flap) is 54kt
Best rate of climb is 735ft/min and the takg
off ground roll is 870ft (265m).

Fuel consumption at 75% power is quoted as 8.8 US Gal per hour (33.3 litres perTiaarpower
setting will give &90nm range at a cruising altitude of 7,000f%uel capacity is 50 US Gallons (189
litres).

The Cherokee Il has a 35ft wingspan and a wing area of 170kgrfgth is 23ft 9in and it stands 7ft
4in at the tail The aeroplane has a wing loading of 15tpft and a power loading of 14.2lb/hp.

¢KS SNRLX IFySQa SvyLwiie ¢SA3IKG A& mInmofo o6cnmi IV

useful load of 1,137Ib (516kg).

Sierra Papa and hasNR2 dzy R T XpnnKNE W2y K 8ne OORIDDEOMOADE KS A a
and two radios It is equipped with an STEC autopilot but this was unserviceable during Dawn to
Dusk and flagged as inoperative

We carried a Airbox Foresight Global
Positioning System generously loaned by
Airbox Aergpaceespecially for th Dawn to
Duskflight.

This new, statef-the-art, GPS was recently
launched to the market after 20,000 man
hours of development by British company
Airbox  Aerospace Based in Grove,
Oxfordshire the company has produced this
GPS to be as easy to uas possible and it
comes in two versiong the Freedom Clarity
with a 4.3in screen and the Foresight with a 7in screen

42 SQ@S OF NNA SR 2hdail both fa&Hardumdaie ard % NBGESH NE YR L QY
that weQ@S ONBI G§ SR | pididRavalbddn cryirig oul féryaysWidliam Moore, chief
technical officer of Airbox dWe set out to reduce ik work load by simplifying the processes used

to input data; condriven menu interfaces give the useital seconds to focus on the great®b in

hand; that of actually flying the A NONJ F i ®¢
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|l AND2EQ& @OderridSsifn all@ypid<to very quickly enter destination and fly there on
the very latest1:500,000 UK digital CAA chawthich come standard with systenUUsers ca touch
the map to divert theircurrent route if warned of an approaching airspads the point of afinger,
airfield and airspace information nabe instantly recalled, whilduture additions to the software
will include NOTAMs and weatheformation.

Sponso rs

As in previous years Amanda and | have been very lucky to receive sponsorship to enable to us to
enter the Dawn to Dusk contestin addition to Take Flight Aviation, who provided the aeroplane
and fuel, we are indebted to Flightworx Aviation for logisk support, Pooleys Flight Equipment for

the provision of maps and charts, Airbox for the generous loan of an Airbox Foresight GPS, the
Charlecote Pheasant for providing free accommodation and The Will Turner Logs for additional
funding.

Timing

As thisflight was being conducted to gain publicity and exposure for fly2help we needed to give
media outlets as much notice as possible prior to the day of the flighis, we hoped, would give
sufficient time for journalists and photographers to be assigreethé story.

| 26 SOSNE 6AGK 5Fgy (2 5dzal O2YLISOA (theclpckdvas! dz3a dza
gStt I yR (i Ratghately duiidg digcisyiahwith a fellow competitor it was suggested to
us that the 2009 deadline had been extendedthe end of August and anél A f (2 GKS 2NAHI
office confirmed this Nevertheless we still had less than five weeks to plan and instigate the flight..
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Flying High Weather it appeared that the week commencing August 10th would be the week to plan

for... this was just three weeks away!

21st Century Updates

Aswe were doing this Dawn to Dusk flight on behalf of charity we expected there to be a significant
amount of interest in the project We therefore took an early decision to create a dedicated web
page on my Awyr Aviation website to provide people with ldkest updates Operations Manager
John Baker would also update the site with our progress during the flight itself.

Regular updates were also posted on the social networking website Facebook and this generated a
number of leads and useful contaatsespecially when trying to obtain permission to visit various
airfields.

Planning

As Amanda lives in Oxfordshire and | live in Nottinghamshire we do get to see each other very often
so during the planning process we spent many hours on tlepkeine discussinideas, creatingnd
amending lists and drawing lines on mapsur lines were drawrl50 miles apart but in perfect
synchronisation!

When planning outast entry into the Dawn to Dusk contese had been abléo narrow down our
fAald 27 WivdrnyNeBsBQIIK S AYNFYAIXT AR & dzI2b aitflelBsand nfy 7 oKtleet R | (i
were still airfieldsn 2007

However, for a theme as diverse as the Airshow Centenary we could not be so piécse looks
into the history books almost every airfiehés played host to a show, open day, family dayirflgr



gathering at some point duringits lif® Sy [ 2y R2y Qa DI 06A 01 KIFIa& o06SSy |
too distant past As such we would not be able to define our route so easily.

We thereforeb&@  y G KS LI FyyAy3 LINRPOSaa o& ONBFaGAy3a | £ A
spring instantly to mind when speaking of airshow#e big venues such as Farnborough, Biggin Hill,

Fairford, Duxford, Coventry and North Weald were the first to be cdtted to paper and the list

continued to grow.

Thefirst British airshowgook place at the racecourses at Doncaster and Blackpool in 1909 so it was

vital that we included both cities in our lisOf course Blackpool has gone on to host a multitude of
aNAEK2ga 20SNJ GKS @SIFENEBR FtyR 52yO0FaidSNRa w! C CAy
Airport) was the venue to countless memorable Battle of Britain At Home Day airshows during its

RAF career.
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between them and see which other airshow venues fell within randfeis amazing how many

airshow venues, past and present can be found on a CAA chart...! We soon found ourselves with a

map containing somewhere approaghd pn Wil NBESGQ | SNE RdBteSaine Y R & &
obvious that a radical rethink was necessary.

I WONA&AA YSSiGAy3aQ 61 & OLEttSR AY hEF2NR YR | R
wine. This was then marked onto a 1:500,008ACchart and an action plan drawn .upNe

narrowed the list down to 30 airfields and set about developing the most efficient route around

them. ! £t € yRAy3da ¢2dd R 0SS Wi2dzOK FyR 3285aQ dzyt Saa
press to promote he charity.

Working on a maximurof four hours enduranceg with 45 minutes reserve a provisionatoute was
planned using an average speed of 95k#dthough VFR rules call for just 30 minutes reserve we
opted for 45 minutes to allow for various contiergeies due to press commitmentas we expected

to travel the length and breadth of the UK during the flight we reckoned that any headwinds we
encountered on the day would be cancelledt by a tailwind at some point, so for the sake of
planning we usedihwind at this stage.

We also factored in 10 minutes to every leg to cover the approach, landing (or-&maeho), take
off and climb out Where refuelling or press conference stops were scheduled we allowed ourselves
30 minutes on the ground.

Aswe had learnt when planningur earlier entriesinto the Dawn to Dusk competition the first
hurdle to overcome in any flight such as this is what to do during the early morning. hblost
airfields do not open until 09:00 (08:00 at best) so, assuming ar@parture, the first four and a
half hours can be difficult to fill.

Sunrise!

At this point our thoughts turned to our 2007 flight and the sinking feeling we felt when we realised
GKIFG ¢S ol Oltdz- tffe LQff K2f R Ye@& IKtb ghBck thedmfficial Y R | R
sunrise and sunset time<On that occasion we had planned our flight for June but delays meant we

did not fly until July.. by which time the sunrise was significantly latd@his resulted in us sitting on

a dark airfield for 30minutes waiting to take off andubsequently missing the bowser at our first

refuelling stop.

For this latest entry we planned to fly during the first two weeks in Augugtich gave us a sunrise
time of around 0540 and a sunset time of about 20. WoNJ Ay 3 gAGKAY GKS /1!
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need tobe on the ground by around 211. this giving us about an hour less flying than the Dawn
to Dusk rules permit.

In order to find an airfield to visit very early in the morning we have found that it is often best to
conduct a long distance trip north or south to begin the day, then land at 24 hour (H24) airfield for
fuel before beginning to work back through the countryWe had a number of options on this
occasion with Doncaster opening 24/7 and the Isle of Man opening at.06.30

l'a adzOK GKS RSOA&A2Y ¢l a YIRS G2 O2yial O | ff
land, ideally with a waived landing smpport of the fly2help charity

In order to collate the replies and plan the flight an Excel spreadsheet was created detailing the
airfield, contact name, and contact telephone numbenil Fields were included in the
spreadsheet to note whether thairfield operators had replied to our messages, whether they had
confirmed a free landing and whether they had offered any other assistahige final column listed
GKS FANLIRNIQa y2NXNIf 2LISNFiAy3a K2dz2NA

This spreadsheet ensured that all members @& ttam would have access to the information at any
time and as such would be updated as soon as contact was .mideas updated when details
changed and a fresh versiomeailed to the entire team once a day.

Plan A

With such a short timeframe to workithin it was imperative that we started negotiations with our
target airfields as a matter of urgencyn full knowledge that the route would change several times
before the day of the competition we did not commit to dates, or even times, when appraachin
airfields and made it very obvious that we would not commit to visiting until much nearer the day
itself.

tfry 'S ONBIGUSR RdzZNAY3I 2dzNJ WONRAAA YSSiAy3daQ Ay

Depart Wellesbourne

Coventry ETAD5.50
RARWaddington ETA06.40
Durham Tees Valley ETA07.50
Fuel& Press

Elvington ETA09.10
Doncaster ETA09.40
Blackpool ETA10.40
Fuel & Press

Derby ETA12.10
RAF Cosford ETA12.40
Halfpenny Green ETA12.55
RAF Fairford ETA13.40
Sywell ETA14.25
Fuel & Press

RAF Mildenhall ETA15.40
Cambridge ETAL16.00
Duxford ETA16.15
Fuel & Press

North Weald ETAL7.15

London City ETAL7.35

h



Biggin Hill ETAL7.55

Shoreham ETA18.30
Fuel & Press

Farnborough ETA19.30
Kemble ETA20.15
RTB Wellesbourne ETA20.50

This would give a total flying time of 12hrs 50mins and a distance of 834nm.

Initial contact was made with these airfields by means of @nad requesting permission to landt
also offered each airfield the chee to host a press conference to promote their support of the
flight.

A number of these airfields were very familiar and we have good friends at.thdyncontacts at
the Imperial War Museum, partitarly within the marketing team, were the first to respd with
the offer of a press conference at Duxforé&sther Blaine was a tremendous help throughout the
project.

Terry Holloway, Group Support Executive at Marshall Aerospgaieed minutes lateroffering the
use of Cambridge Airport, including a pressference if we desired.
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advising us that he would waive all fees if we chose to land at the airport.

It is perhaps worth mentioning that all three of these offecame within 30 minutes of sending the
e-mail! However, things then started to dry up..

Over the course of the next few weeks a significant amount of time was expended trying to contact
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with little or no joy.

In 2007 we had benefited from the help from Tim Fenton, Operations Manager at Durham Tees
Valley, but he had sadly moved on to pastures new along with most of the marketing t€am
airports public relations work was now carried out by Peel Holdings HQ at Liverpoosadhy did

not see the potential in a Dawn to Dusk visitVe also struggled to find a useful contact at RAF
Waddington and Doncaster Sheffield Robin Hood Airport (formerly Rmgliey) was also proving
problematical Hying north in the morning was clearly a nesarter and it was obvious that a
radical rethink was on the cards...

Radical Rethink
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struck me An Emeraude flew overhead and my thoughts turned to my old friend Neil Harris who

owned similar machine and still owed me a flight in Neil used to work in the tower at East

Midlands Airport and had been my duty contrdld ¢ KSy L 2NBI yAadSRatiKS ¢2
Tollerton | SQR GKSYy Y2@SR 2yd2 | SIFIGKNRg o0dzi KS KIFIR N
Newquay Airport..

Newquay had held countless airshows in its days as RAF St Mawgan BoA Ry Qi ¢l S | Y
was on the phone to Neil while the Emeraude was still withingtent He was only too happy to

help the project, informed me that they were generally open at 06.30 and that he would ensure any

fees were waived



{2 GKS RSOAAAZ2Y duthio start oRrSlight ahGtieR wakkSortRwardls during the
day.

Later than day | also received a call from Ed Swain, organiser of the Isle of Man T.THehbed

been helping research my airshow book andshggested that we might like to considéyifig to the

island during DawntoDusk S KF R 3I22R O2y 4l Ota 2y GKS AatlrkyR |
after... how could we refuse?

Plan B

Trying to work both Newquay and the Isle of Man into the trip proved trickier than first thought but

we re-issued a provisional route on July.2@/e were also unsure if we could depart Wellesbourne

W2dzi 2F K2dzZNEQ a2 ¢S LI FYYySR G2 aidlFNI FTNRBY [/ 2@S
Wellesbourne the previous eveningJhis version of the plan agl as follows:

Depart Coventry

Isle of Man ETAD7.00
Fuel & Press

Blackpool ETA08.20
Fuel & Press

Doncaster ETAD9.50
Derby ETA10.30
Fuel & Press

Stoke Golding ETAL1.20
Sywell ETAL1.50
Fuel & Press

Old Warden ETA12.40
Cambridge ETA13.00
Mildenhall ETA13.20
Duxford ETA13.40
Press & Fuel

North Weald ETA14.40
London City ETA15.00
Biggin Hill ETA15.20
Farnborough ETA15.50
Newquay ETAL7.50
Press & Fuel

Kemble ETA19.10
Press (No Fuel)

Birmingham ETA20.30

Pres (No Fuel)
RTB Wellesbourne ETA21.20

This route would result in 12hrs 20mins airborne and a total distance flown of 819nm.

Over the coming weeks the route evolved somewhat as more airfields confirmed their level of
support At this point Adrian Kisley also joined the team and instantly proved to be a tremendous
asset Adrian is currently studying to be a commercial pilot and working in the Flight Operations
office at Flightworx

5dzNAYy3 KAA af2y3 | yR 02NAY 3dotryth geKpermdsion foriosr KS {2
Dawn to Dusk flight to land at as many airfields as possibleng his network of handling agents



around the country he quickly got the necessary authorisation to visit Biggin Hill, Doncaster and
FarnboroughHe also madseveral calls to London City Airport on our behalf.

Landing at London City in a singlegined Piper P28 was always a lorghot but to their credit

they looked into every possible angle to try and make it vial8adly red tape defeated us in the
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at the Docklands airport.

We had hoped to land at London City as thaiinual Fun Day is one of the most unusual airshow
venues in the country The event takeplace on behalf of charity and the 2009 event, which took
LX + OS 2y Wdz & nX NIAASR mMnmIcnndpm F2N 6§KS wiOKlI

Sue Kendrick at Blackpool Airport has always been a strong supporter of my Dawn to Dusk exploits

and goes outof herwatohelp ! & . f I Ol Ll22f 4l a& GKS @SydzS 2F . NA
felt confident that they would want to play a major role in the flightowever, it transpired that the

airport is planning its own celebration in October and Sue decidedtmoschedule a press

conference to coincide with our flightShe did waive landing fees for a touch and go however and

invited us to fly in again during the main commemoration later in the year.

Whilst this did mean we would miss the press conferencelatipool it did mean that we had 30
YAYydziSa aLI NB G2 adz2L) 2FF |4 52yO0FaiSNI 6KSNB ! F
invited to hold a media photo call.

Call the Pentagon!
If London City had been a losgot our hoped to land at both MildenHadnd Fairford; both active

USAF baseswere even more remoteHowever, we ar@othing if notpersistent!

A number of contacts were made to RAF Fairford, both through the airshow office and the base
itself... there was no response.

RAF Mildenhall hwever was a different matter| had visited the base earlier in the year on behalf

of the Friends of Duxford organisation and had enjoyed lunch with Vicky Stayton, the 100th Air
wSFdzStftAy3a 2Ay3IQa. ltcoxmdtedl Gickywghd duly padény enhaif alohgOtiseNJ
chain to the powerghat-be.

To my surprise | received a telephone call from the base a day later and found myself speaking to
{liy [ RN wiaiOl CNESNE .aQvdrtRecyniirg tvdels Sqnwdr Bryer peoved to eR S NJ
one of he most helpful people | have ever dealt with and worked wonders behind the scenes to
make our wish come trueSure enough, on July 30, he forwarded me the forms to sign to apply for
Pentagon clearance to land on the base (which is classed as US tgrritory

We received our permission a few days lated dzi 2y f & G2 LB WNIBgh NA Frger WNER f f
FLR2f23AaSR F2N G§KS ! {ldi€Caxgain ahdzNBfairdeSsNhelUSAF haddeen ( | LIS
far more accommodating that the RAF who had not leo#id to even respond to our requests to

land at Waddington or Cosford!

| was eventually able to contact RAF Fairfordtbo WF NASYR 2F | FTNARSHARQ LI aa
I RRNBaa 2F (GKS 6FasQa w! C./2YYIYRSNE {liy [RNJ ¢2y

Sgn Ldr Maycock ttead me almost straight and away to learn mord was mid way through
explaining what the Dawn to Dusk contest entailed when he stopped me inmy track.. 1 ySé L QR
KSFNR @2dzNJ yIYS a2YSoKANB a6 8T2RBHE SO dABERE I6 2 ¥AR
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Sqgn LdrMaycockeven offered to arrange for staff to come in es@dlgi to man the tower if we

needed to visitout of houts. 2 0K {ljy [ RNQX&a CNEBSNJ FyR al&0201 N
think that was what inspired them to go beyond the call of duty to help enable us to visit their bases

¢ despite the USAF redjpe and headaches that this undoubtedly caused them.

An approach had also been made to the Royal Navy to enquire whether it would be possible to
perform touch and goes at both Yeovilton and Culdrose en route to NewqUajortunately we

were informed thal G KS bl @& g1 a4 STFFSOUAOSte aqakKdzidAy3a R?2
would not be able to assist.

Full house

As the final weeks progressed our routing began to firm up as more and more airfields signed up to
support us Tim Jinks, the owner of Ste Golding airfield in Warwickshire (venue to the small put
popular Stoke Golding Stake Out event) not only agreed the use of his airfield but also offered to
formate on us and escort us in with his new Christen Eagle bipléne old friends at Derbglsn
agreed to have us back as ddmyns HallSywell and the Shuttleworth Collection at Old Warden.

Little Gransden (home to the Children in Neg
airshow) also extended an invitation to visit
did the former Red Arrows base at Littl
Rissingtory, the latter allowing an out of hours
landing.

Our route from Farnborough to Newquay too
us very close to the little airfield a
Branscombe in Devon itself a small but
growing airshow venueand a call to the
airfield owner resulted in an invitation tg
overflyit. { Rt @ KS g & ydnd
as the number of movements at the site
restricted but he did offer to accommodate u
in the future if we gave more notice.

Tony Rowlands at Halfpenny Green was keen for us to include the airport in our lisehartly time
we could fit it into our schedule was very early in the morning (around 05136)graciously agreed
to allow usto land outof hours and we signhed an indemnity fotmmmake it fully legal.

We were also granted permission ¢@part out ofK 2 dzZNBA FNRY ¢ 1S CtA3IKEG ! GA
Wellesbourne Mountford This was fortunate as Coventry had recently changed their operating
hours and they were not prepared to let us depart there before 08.00...

With a little rejigging of the route we wie able to move Coventry to 11.00 and use it as a refuelling
stop. This would also negate the need to refuel at Derby and depart a 600m grass strip with a heavy
load of fuel, so there was a large sigh of relief from the entire team!

My connections at AiAtlantique put ne in contact with Chris Wild, Operations Manager, who kindly
agreed to have a bowser on standby for our arrival at Coventhfe allowed ourselves just 15
minutes from landing to take off to get uplift the 140 litres of fuel we figuredweslld need at that
point... it was going to be tight!



6God6 Date

The media needed at least five working days to mobilise so by early August thought was being given
to the date of the flight On August 5 Amanda and | were invited to give a presentatighegclub
members of Take Flight Aviation to explain why were taking one of their aeroplanes away for a
whole day!

We got to Wellesbourne Mountford mid
afternoon and sat down together to do some fine
tuning to the plan It was at this stage that Simon

Keeling called to discuss the weathera ¢ KS £ | GG S
KIHfFf 2F ySEG 6881 f221&a oS
KS I ROAASRYI GLQR &adza3sSad @
2NJ CNARIFIE& wmMniKZ (GKSNB R2Sa
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Amanda and | debated this for a while before
speaking to Take Flight Owner Mike Roberts to
see if he had any preferenc&Ve ultimately decided to opt for the Friday because it gave us an extra
day to plan and allowed us to have the weekend to recover afieds!

The date was set and the team were contactéthe aeroplane was booked and Mandy at fly2help
was advised We then began contacting the press and distributing the-prepared press releases
and images.

We had just nine days to finalise plans aamdpare for the flight...

The Final Plan

By the time thevarious minor and major tweaks had been implemented we were up to Version 10 of
the route. Having a definitive date enabled us to work out a precise sunrise and sunseg timieh

on Friday Augst 14 was schedule to be 05.37 and 20.3he CAA rules allow a pilot to take off 30
minutes either side of sunrise and sungateaning we could be airborne at 05.07 and must be on
the ground no later than 21.02Both of these times fell within the 040221.30 rules of the Dawn to
Dusk contest so we aimed for an 05.15 departure from Wellesbourne.
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day so we planned to overfly the disused aerodromes agbddHeyford and Gaydon (both once
famous airshow venues) en route home to Wellesbourne

Version 10 of the plawas issued to the team ocAugust 11 as part of the Daily Updatemail that
was sent round in the run up to the flighkt reads as follows:

Depart Wellesbourne ETD05.15
Halfpenny Green ETA05.30

Isle of Man ETAD7.15
Fuel & Press

Blackpool ETA08.30
Doncaster ETA09.25
Press (No Fuel)

Derby ETA10.25
Stoke Golding ETA10.45
Coventry ETA11.00

Fuel (No Press)



Sywell ETAL1.40

OldWarden ETA12.05

Little Gransden ETA12.20

RAF Mildenhall ETAL2.45

Cambridge ETA13.00

Duxford ETAL3.15

Fuel & Press

North Weald ETA14.10

Damyns Hall ETA14.25

Biggin Hill ETA14.40

Farnborough ETA15.05

Branscombe ETA16.15(overflight ony)
Newquay ETAL7.10

Fuel & Press

Kemble ETA19.15

Press (No Fuel)

Fairford ETA20.00(low approach only)
Little Rissington ETA20.10

Upper Heyford ETA20.25(overflight only)
Gaydon ETA20.40(overflight only)

RTB Wellesbourne ETA20.50
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to keepcockpit management as simple and efficient as exeschPLOGwvas printed on an A4 sheet

of paper and showed the waypoints along the route and the dista between them along with the

minimum safety altitudes and planned altitudeShePLOG also contained the frequencies for every

ATC unit we were likely to encounter on that leg along with any nav aids we might find .of use
Finally a list of useful tephone numbers included our point of contact at the previous, current and

next airfield along with anything else of relevance

Copies were enailed to Ops Manager John Baker and two copies were printed for the aicaraé
copy in yellow to aid Aman@aa Reé& af SEAI @

Final Run Through
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1:500,000 CAA charts laid out dable we talked our way around the route, discussing the various

ATC units we would call andnidgmarks we [N S D
expected to see en route This was a
tremendous help as it enabled us to prepa
for the flight and understand what eac
other was expecting to doDiscussions (livel
at times!) more often than not centred
around which frequencies to call wheand
what we wouldc 2 NJ ¢ 2 diie Roje@isee
when transiting a certain area.

2§ RSOARSR G2 dzaS
system for all of our cockpit drills and checl
With fatigue an issue we wanted to ensure
S RARYQU fSI @S | nfiss an@tiirty Qifal Arhayida and LIy & |6t $ogethét) so we
know what the other is likely to do or expect in the cockgut on this occasion we did not want to




take any chancesThis would be a muklitrew flight with both pilots in commandAll check would

be read out loud and acknowledged by the other persowithout fail.

During the day w also spent time with a journalist and photographer from the Oxford Mail and
conducted a number of other telephone interviews with the press

We had issueg@ress releases and photographs from our previous flights to the aviation press as well
as assorted newspapers and media outlets along our expected.rduteumber of our destination
airfields had also contacted the press and as the day approached itwidenethat there was a lot

of interest in our little project.

Record Setters?

As a result of her air racing background Amanda is in contact with various officials from the Royal
AeroClub{ KS | LILINR I OKS R {dtdthatowGebffre@ BootBbedquineER whéXxier it

would be possiblgo use our Dawn to Dusk flight to establish one or more UK National Speed
Record...

Ever since she started racing she had wanted to set a speed record and it appeared this would be the
ideal opportunity to do so sheegistered our intention to compete Each record attempt would

need to be ratified by the Fédération Aéronautique Internationale (FAI) and paperwork would have
to be signed at our departure and arrival pointhis ruled out records at any of our touchdago

stops, but we had plenty of fuel or press conference stops to choose from.

It was decided to make an attempt at the speed record from the Isle of Man to Doncaster, Duxford
to Newquay and Newquay to Kemble and the FAI agreed to consider each of¢besds.

Whilst we recognised that we would not set a very competitive speed (especially as we were not
flying direct between the two points) we felt that the record attempts would help us gain even
further publicity for fly2help There were no existingecords in place for these routesso all we

had to do was complete the flight to set the record!

Amanda would have to log these flights though, as she was the only one of us with a racing licence
When we normally fly Dawn to Dusk we split the legsaaetn us with one person logging the take

off and the other logging the landingthis means we both get each airfield in our logbook and the
flying hours generally work out evenliiowever if Amanda was going to log these long distance legs

it would haveleft me with lots of landing but very little flying time so we broke with convention and
decided that Amanda would log the record flights and | would log the rest of the time.

PPR

With just48 hours left to run to the flight we contacted each airfieldtirn and spoke to the air

traffic controllers to obtain prior permission (PPR) to land or touch andrigés proved a worthwhile
exercise because even though our landings had all been agreed by airport management or marketing
staff that information had nbalways filtered through to the tower!

The USAF at Mildenhallasas efficient as eweand issued us with a PPR reference numbsrdid
Blackpool airport By the close of play on the 12th we had PPR in place at every airfield, with the
exception of OldVarden, Little Gransden and North Weald which required PPR on the day itself.

At this stage Adrian Kinsley and James Wiskin at Flightworx Aviation also filed our VFR Fight Plan
and customs forms to the Isle of Mand the Flight Plan from the Isle ofad to Doncaster We also
prepared an IFR Flight Plan in case we neenhed



D2D Day Minus 1
Thursday August 13 dawned bright and sunng.perfect day to go flying. we could only hope that
the weather would hang around one more day.

Final preparabns for the flight began at 08.30 when | dropped my fiancée at work en route to the
supermarket Nia had been uwy understanding throughout the plannimyocess She had seen our
apartment turned into an aviation haven full of maps, charts and bop#tsshe had not complained
once She had suffered endless chat about VORs, MSAs, PPR and all manner of acfoviyicis

she knew nothing aboutNow she was bidding me farewell as | departed on what she considered to
be a long and potentially risky trigshe smiledn a slightly bemused manner as she waved goodbye,
not quite understanding why | was planning to get up at 4am and fly around the country

| promised to keep her as updated as | could over the next 48 hours but explainegdhéhatay have
more success if she logged onto my website to see where |.vage.smiled again sweetly!

With our goodbyes made | set off to pick up supplies for the fligtast experience has shown that

the choice of food one takes on a Dawn to Dusk flight is veryitapt. Food needs to be high in
sugar and energy to help sustain you through a long day, but it cannot melt or be messy in any
format. Bite sized snacks are ideal as they enable you to eat a mouthful of food quickiyhave
discovered in the past thdahe likelihood of being called on the radio is directly proportionate to the
amount of food you have in your mouth!

Liquid intakeis“also important It is vital to remain hydrated during the flight but with some flight
f S34a SEOSSRAY3I i KRBISI K2 ANK dz&8 D2 652 NJ2yaA RSNESRH 2
aeroplane but also fresh and dried fruit as a source of ligfidé SSGa &dzOK | a WYWST f

provide liquid and sugar.

| carry a supply of energy drinks (such as Red Buifigineroplane buAmanda is allergic to caffeine

so she does not have the luxury of stimulants to keep her awake and dlbit year we located a
YSs2WHSND RNAY] S6KAOK O2yidlAya | yFadz2N»¥t adAydz|
to). It also contains vamin B3 (needed for normal neurological functioning), vitamins B5 and B6

(which promote cognitive support and help you think) and vitamin B12 (which maintains energy and
vitality).

¢tKAE @SIFNDa akKz2LIWMAy3d fAraid O2yaraiasSR 2FY

12 xBreakfast Bars

6 xBananas

6 xXApples

Dried Fruit (cherry, berries and raisins)
12 x nini scotch eggs

12 x 500ml bottles of water

4 x cans of Red Bull

n E pnnYf o02G0GtS84&8 2F w+ 21 (§SND
4 cartons of apple juice

1 carton of Pringlesrisps

1 bag of Jelly Babies

1 Bag of Wine Gums

With the food stashed in a thermally insulated bag it was time to head to the airfield and start final
preparations for the flight.



Up-to-date PLOGs were printed off along with promotional material to hand to journalists we met at

the various press conferencedVe included details of the charity along with details of Take Flight

| AL GA2yQa | ANDONI Fdi | a ¢
information on the team, the 8wn to Dusk

contest and the theme.
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Oliver were on hand throughout éhday to

help and by mid afternoon Oliver had

polished GBYSP to a deep sheenBob

applied the Take Flight Aviatidngo to the

nose and at 17.00 Amanda and | taxied the
aeroplane to the pumps asking the refuellers
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over 30 litres and the cost (£45.53) was

added to the Take Flight account.

Air Test

Although Amanda and | have a lot of combined time on variou28Aircraft¢ including the

Cherokee 18@ 6 S FSt G A G LINUzZRSy G (2 Gdirguiin the elveBingNight t I LI Q
We took the opportunity to test the short take off and landing (STOL) performance as we knew we
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impeccably We departed Wellsbourne at 17.20 and shut down at 17.4@ving flown a circuit

each
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to the club house taarry on with our preparations!

First off was a telephone confence with John Baker and Adrian Kinsley, who were now ensconced

in the Flightworx Ops Room at Earls Colifée ran through the route one final time, detailing the

various ATC units that we planned to call en routdgohn noted these down so that he could
telephone ahead to inform the controllers of our impending arrival.

The latest weather TAFs and METARs were discu
as were our parking and refuelling arrangements
our various top offs By now Amanda and I, as well §
John, were all receiving a @& number of calls from
journalists and it was quite difficult to concentrate o
the task at hand; so we decided to ignore all nen
essential calls until after the briefing.

At this time Guy Stockley joined the discussions
mailing through his synopsiof the NOTAMs His dh LAY e
f20F0A2Yy Waz2YSggKSNBE Ay ! TIKFyAaldlyQ YSFEyld KS gl
unable to join us on the telephone but he was imail contact throughout the eveningWe later

checked through NOTAMs in full,2 NJ LIS OS 2F YAYRZXZ 0dzi litte toLJS NJ D dz&
affect us.

| also took the opportunity to telephone Ed Swain, my contact on the Isle of Man, and the person
instrumental in obtaining permission to visit the airpor®Ve had planned to make landfall at the
Maughold Lighthouse.. 6 dzii L né&wAhBw 1@ prondunce it! Not wanting to make a fool of
myself of the radio | called Ed, who flies aZ8Aon the island, and asked his advidetranspired
GKFEG AG A& LINRIyR@y®SR ek BKL | 41 SRH



With the telephones set aside to codbwn we next
G dzNY SR 2 dzNJ I iMe Sogidédi spare oif
fAFTS 21K 01S0Gaz kgt ¢okHyS
use at press conferencesThe media packs wer
Ffa2 f2FRSR | a-@6%tddl of¢

such as jacketswe figured the more weould do in |g
the daylight the better, as it would be undoubted|
dark when we arrived the following morning.

Last Minute
Amanda and | both live at least an hour from Wellesbourne Mountford aerodrome (in different
RANBOUAZ2Y &0 | y Rghtohar gx@aihouksRdminétdon oK a Idng @agz

We were therefore very grateful to th€harlecote
Pheasant hotel, which provided us with free
accommodation the night before the flightThe
hotel is a beautiful country house set in the village
of Chalecote ¢ less than 3 minutes from the
airfield. It has 72 bedrooms and free WiFi
internet enabled us to continue planning at the
hotel whilst waiting for dinner

Like many organisations théharlecotePheasant
had never heard of fly2help before thikght but
is now a firm supporter of the charity and they
were more than willing to assist our flight by providing free accommodation for the.crew

With the knowledge that eating opportunities the next day would be sparse Amanda and | both
enoyed ad Ad RAYYSN i GKS K2 itSvas ofilza sWifi vist @]the totd 2 y
however as we needed to return to the airfield to continue prepatimg aeroplane and printing off

the final weather.

After showering and shaving | finally adjourrnedbed
at 22.30- although | took the opportunity to plan th
first few legs using the spot winds shown on the m
up-to-date Form 214 (valid 21.608.00UTC on the 13
14/8/09) whilst getting ready for bed.

'Yy F@SNY3IAS winnn¥ld o6 AR
and this was entered into the first few PLOGS.

| turned off the light at around 23.00 contemplating how well things were goindeed, compared
to previous Dawn to Dusk entries there had not yet been any massive last mintdatiegs to plan
for or dramas of any description!

HHANe | G
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D2D Day

| was awake before the alarm sounded at 03db
have a knack of waking up 5 minutes before t
alarm | often consider not setting the alarm, but
3dzSaa WadzaNLIKeQa [F¢6Q R
set it wil be the day my bodglock lets me down..
and today was not a day for nasty surprises.

Thanks to the proximity of th€harlecotePheasant
to the airfield we were able to surface, get dressq®
and be at the airfield within 15 minutes The
automatic liditing at Take Flight flickered into life a
03.59 as we sheltered our bleary eyes from the gla#
of the artificiallight. Outside it was dark, with abo®0% cloud coveat about 3,000ft The moon

was bright but we still needed torches to find our wayeba out to Sierra PapaA heavy due had

fallen overnight and the airframe was sodden, so our first job was to wipe down the screen and
windows with a cloth A thoroughexteriorW! Q / KSO1 61+ & O2 YudnStheScRIl 6& 0 2
and response chetikt method ¢ before we climbed aboard for the first time

d5AR e 2dz K Amadda iviiispered ¢
excitedly.. a LG &l & | Itowasmicé&to h gt HeE
1Y26 65 63NBYQi tt2yS yR |
across both of our facesd 9 E OA (i Sa8ke®. S (i K ¢

G . 2 drztédnte the response.

Back in the aircraft ourdadsets were plugged in
and checkedand thenflight bags were loaded
along with the food and an assortment of
cameras and charging equipmentA Portable
Locator Beacon (PLB) was alstashed within

- grasp¢ as we would be crossing the Irish Sea to
the Isle of Marg; and life jacketsvere prepared for donning

At 04.15 we checked in with the Operations team at Earls Calobn Baker had positioned himself
there the night before and stayed in a local B&Bereas Adriataddrawn the short straw and had
been at work since 20.00 on the nightshift.

Everything seemed inordér 2 6S ¢Sy
OKIFy0OS O2YF2NI oNBI1Q
HQ and waving at the webcam..just in case
anybody was difering from insomnia or waawake
enough to be watching at that time of the morning
It was 04.45 as wevalked out to GBYSP to begi
our latest adventure...

CKSNBE ¢l ayQia | 0NB I 0K
Mountford as we clambered into our lifejackefis
there a more undignified article of clothing know
to mankind?) It was a beautiful morning and on the eastern horizon we saw the first glimpses of
sunlight We latched the door closed axactly 05.00 and A SNNI t I LI Q& Sy3IAyS 7
05.06

02 dzNYy S



{ASNN} tFLI A& | NBrffe f20Ste SNRLIIyYyS: akKSQa
smooth she wasThe engine purred as it warmed up on the apron at Wellesbaurne

With the interior lights on, as well as the strobes, #igits and &nding light she must have made

quite a sight on the deserted airfield

Just then a hair ran across the grass in front of us until it reached the extended beam of the landing
light. Puzzled, it stopped and stared briefly in our directiéte cocked lihead on o side, as if in
bewilderment It was as though he was wondering what on earth we were doing at such an ungodly
hour.

Amanda booted up the Airbox GPS and stuck it to the windscreen with the suction cup that had been
provided by the manufact@r. She had only taken delivery of the unit the day before and had spent

I FS¢ Y2YSyida WL FTeAydQ gAGK Ald Ay (GKS K20GSt LINJ
unfamiliarity she soon had a route planned from Wellesbourne to HalfpennynGred a magenta

line to follow.

There was nobody in the tower at Wellesbouraie05.10(although we later found out that Frankie
the controller ¢ was listening at homevhilst cleaningher teeth!) but | made a traffic call as |
prepared to operthe throttle to taxi.

G2StfSa02dz2NYS ¢NI FFAO D22R az2NyAcald GG KABNB Al D f °
Hy G ¢+F1S CftAIKGE RSLINIGAYy3I 2y (GKS 51 ¢y G2 5dza]
wdzy 61 &8 ¢KNBS { AE®¢

G! NB @2 dz NB asked, lookingRaryNdtmpanion

GwSl Re& wiag hemchipped tésponse.

Rolling
We both tried our brakes as we taxied to the hold and with little or no wind registering on the sock |
taxied directly to the hold lines to do our power checks.

Gt ANy 3 . Mingnda called ¢

a h yresponded

Gt 26SNJ aSiaé

G¢s6St @S KdzyRNBR |yR aidSIRe¢
GCdzSft ¢

Gel yla QattaykIefeBledi0 2 0 K aK2gAy 3 FdzZf £ ¢
Go9y3aAySa ¢a g tae

G/ 22f odzi S NYAy3IE

dwt a TWoStibusant

GTwo Thousangl

G/ FNb | SIFd¢

G{tAIKG SRBRIEI NSIA Al

dal 3ySazaté

a[ SBahh®Right.. Both.. I £ £ FAYySE

G{ dzOGA2Yy¢E

G{ dzO1 Ay 3¢

a! S G SNE

4/ KFENBAYIE

GOYy3IAAYS ¢a g tat

a!'tft y26 Ay GKS 3INBSYyE



adwt a LRf S¢

GC2dNJ Kdzy RNBR AyRAOFGSRE yAOS FyR aY220KHE
GwSai ¢6St @S | doy RNBRE
GesStBS | dzy RNBR {GSFRe¢

G ¢ NA K¥S N&
a{Sd G2 ¢+r1S h¥¥F¢
GECKNRGGES CNAOGAZ2YKE
GCAY3ISNI ¢AIKGE
GaAEGdINBKE
a{ St wAOKEé
Gal 3aKé
G{S0 G2 o020K¢

{

dal @GSN { 6A00KKE
Ghyé

at AG240 1 SIGKE
Ghyé

Gt NRA YSNKE

[ 201 SR¢

G CdzSt Ké

dhy YR adzZFFAOASY (¢
GCdzSt t dzYLXKE

ahyég

aCf Il LlAaKEe

a{adr3s hyS asStSOuSR¢
GLY&GNHzYSYy (aKé

a 5aligned, HI erect, compass checked and | have a Q&fteafero one five Engine Ts & Ps now
FANYte& Ay (KS 3INBSyé

Gl - GiOKSa ' yR IINySééSVK'

GD22R YO2¥ARBY R22NJ fI G§OKSRKE

522N £ G§OKSR .lwSRD ekt Ngy i aNba KBdzNiIKK ¢

G{f ATIKIG RNEPRLIDE

G/ 2y @&NEdzE f 3 CNBS F2N Ccft SGOKKE

GCdzftf 9 CNBS F2NJ Cft SGOKHE

¢KS flrad OFtf A& | Y2RAFAOLFIGAZ2Yy G2 GKS aidl yRINR

Fletcher Ct SGOK gl & Yeé LIK2G23INFLKSN Id ¢2RlI&Qa tAf
accident in the USA earlier this yealt appears as though thailerons on the aeroplane he was
FfteAyad Ay 6SNB y2i0 O02yySOGSR IyR GKS LRAft2G KI
departure Fletch lost his life as the aeroplane crashed on {affe; leaving behind a wife and two

young childrend Cdzf £ ' yR FNBS FT2NJ Ct SGOK¢ Aa Yeé ¢ole& 27F
| never make the same mistake.

2
R

N



Airborne
a D 2Sieffra Papa is rolling Runway three¢sAmanda called as we eped the throttle and

 OO0St SNI (SR R26Yy 2S5ttS402dNNYSQa8 hmTY Nizy sl & @

It was still fairly dark, despite the sun trying
to break through the thickening cloudkeft],
and the few cars on the roads had their
headlights on full beam We smiledat each
other again and Amanda was Vvisibly

adventure had begun.

My pre-bed reckoning the night before had
given me a heading of 3B87to reach

reckoned we should be there in 19 minutes.

Wo2dzy OAYy3IQ Ay (.KShe NR 3K

22f GSNKIFYLIi2yQa | FOFLISyye

As | steered us onto heading Amanda called

Birmingham Approach on 118.05 to ask for a Traffic Service and to ask him to open our flight plan.

0Golf Sierra Papa good morning, traffic service you have, sqeevdn thousandor the time being
The Birmingam QFE is nowne zero one seven, 2 dzQNB  dhkJen§uirdd] ckeafly wanting
further information.

'YFYRF NBIFIR 06101 GKS AyTF2NMPRERNRANE @FQRiI KES S5 6FA

competition, g S Qailding to visit 25 airfields between now ar®pm ¢ all for a charity called
TEtEeHKSE LHE

G{ 2dzy Ra A yhédpids having/cieaplypheard enough!

We pressed on northwards, around the western edge of the BirminghamaCatout 2,000ft and
passed Redditctwo minutes later than schedule at 05.25

G npoon 6S NBIdzSSaiSR (2 oNASTfe SIF@S (KS

Halfpenny Green Traffic as we approached the airfield from the soutvas difficult tospot in the

early morning gloom but | thought | glimpsed hangar rdofy 2 dzNJ S f. $t@@rgspoadad f 2 O

with the GPS reading so we descended
down to circuit héght and began our
approach to runway 34.
GBYSP touched down at 05.36 six
minutes later than our prlanned
schedule but just two minutes later tha
the wind adjusted PLOGs We were

happy.

The light conditions were still too low fo
the digital SLR camera to operate but
obtained a dull photograph[right] of
Halfpenny Green as we climbed away o .
new heading of 345 We called \
Birmingham Approach again on 118.05 and he continued providing our Traffic Service.




Halfpenny Green
Halfpenny Green, as the home to many flying schools and parachuting schools, has been home to
numerous airshows and fips over the years

Today flyins and family days such as the recent Project Propeller day which saw countless military
veterans take to the skies in light aircraftt NB O2YY2y L) | OS o6dzi o6l Ol AY
airshows could be found at Halfpenny Greeifiaking one sth event on August 27, 1972 as an

example spectators were treated to displays by the Army Air Corps Blue Eagles (flying Westland
Sioux AH1s XT134, XT193, XT206, XT242 and XW192), Avro Anson C.19 VM325, Westland Whirlwind
HAR.10 XD163 and de Havilland DoenidS712 There was also a threghip of Jet Provost T.4s
Rdzo 0 SR (GKS Wal OF¢aQ oFfteAy3d -t pkpowa Chipwmkiteaml y R - {

Rdz66 SR (KS W. t dz§ Chigtunkd. t0QWB2853WG3L6(iIGE NI afd WS 848

However, the tovn of Wolverhampton traces its airshow routes back much further, way back to

June 1910 in factThe first flying meeting of the yegrand thus the third flying meeting ever held in

Great Britain ¢ was organised by the Midland Aero Club at Dunstall raceso near
Wolverhampton This meeting was open solely to British airmen and attracted 19 entrants, although
GKNBS RARYQU YI1S Al .0KNRdAK (GKS LINBfAYAYIl NE (N

The majority of entrants came from the flying clubs and privateers from Brooklands aasveefew
from Eastchurch Charles Rolls and Claude Grahameite were among the competitors however
Sam Cody was notable by his absenéte was recovering from injuries caused when he crashed
while testing his Biplane Il a few days earlier

The meeting was a moderate success but was marred by bad weather that resulted in several flying
machines being damaged or even destroyed.

Cosford

Heading 3456from Wolverhampton in the serdarkness our next point of call was the RAF Museum
at RAF CosfordWe had hoped to land at Cosford but a resounding silence was heard in response to
our various requests..until the day before the flight!

Sadly it was too late to amend our plans but
as it happened our route from Halfpenny
Green to the Isle of Man took udirectly
through the overhead of the museumWe
passed Cosford at 05.4lexactly on schedule
Againit was far too dark for photographs but
we did obtain a blurry image of the airfield
[left] as we routed past.

Cosford had a certain sentimental valuer f
me as it was here that | attended my first
airshow as a child [see the foreword]

| attended every Cosford airshow from 1984
through to around 2003, with the exception of 1992 when | grumpily embarked on a Geography
Field Trip instead!

Upon researcimg my book on British airshows | stumbled across a record of that 1984 shiow..
certainly lived up to the memories | held dear for more than 25 yebtighlights included BACL1



G-AWBLfrom British Airways, Robin Bowes WAR Replica Focke Wulf MU[E), The Vintage Pair
Meteor T.7 (WF791) and Vampire T.11 (XH304) from Leeming, and Sea Fury T.20 WG655 from the
Royal Navy Historic Flight.

¢KS . FGGtS 2F . NRGFIAY aSY2NRI € Cf AIKGG caeB)PA RSR
along with Hur©l yS t %ycp O6W[ Il ad 2F GKS al yeQpandSfR { LI
I RNAFY {6ANBQ& {LAGFANDB alnon Ftaz Lidzi Ay Fy FLIL

hiKSNJ RAALI e AdSYa AyOf dzZRSR a Bucchneer NFF76fforS Qa t A
2370CU at RAF Honington, Hees C.1 XV182 from RAF Lyneham and Jaguar T.2 XX141 from 226
OCU at RAF Lossiemouth

That Vulcan which inspired this niyearold into a life in aviation was XL426, the dedicated display
aircraft that year and assigned to 50Sgn at RAF Waddingibochy XL426 survives in ground
running condition at Southend airport.

Then of course there were the nine scarlet Hawk T.1s of the Red ArbORZ2T, XX251, XX252,
XX253, XX257, XX2%X260, XX264 ¥X266which stopped me in my tracks.

Today RAF Cosford¥fd A ya 2yS 2F GKS yI GA2Y Qdhe F0QINBevit2z a i | A
attracting a record 60,000 spectators.

Ever Northwards
Pressing on past Cosford our route took us northwards (on a heading @ 8ibards the
Manchester low level corridor

At 05.46 Amanda called Birmingham APP saying 2 f ¥ { ASNNJ t | LJ A& y2¢ y2N
like to continue with Shawbury LARSa@e two zero decimal seven seven fivé

GD2tF {ASNNI t I LJ I FréspopdizbBirdigghatiK D ¥ AR 1 dOINBRO G R S K |

0 NR LIb ¢

Shortly afterwards, at 05.50 we got our first glimpse of the gineaking through the clouds to our
right. It was only a glimpse but the bright orange sunrise was enough to lift our spirits compjetely
S g2dz RyQil o&alfdayafteyadl. 6 St 2¢ Of 2

This seemed like a good time to do a FREDA check, and we reverted to-dmedaaltponse method
yet again.

G C dzprompted Amanda

thy I yR &lde3pbrgd & Eviza5¢ t dzY LI 2y LJX S| &4S¢
GCdzSft t dzYLJ hyé

¢yl QRighytahSdRected¢cCdzSt t dzyYLd 2 FF LJX S| &4S¢
GCdzSt t Radiad h¥ ¥

Ghys 486G FyR 62Ny Ay3é

GOYyIAYS ¢4 3 t aAKE

LY GKS 3INBSY> /IND | SIGd aSt SOGSR | 26¢
G45LKE

G/ 2YLI aa ! fAIYSRE
a!' f GAGdzRSKE
dTwo thousand feet on one zeroonesevénl Nd | S| G / 2f R¢



As we expected we recs no response from Shawbury so at 05.51 we changed to Manchester APP
on 118.575

GD2tF {ASNNI tI LI 3I22R &yRdMB/ Idzld K& la NIARES allllyatiK !
NEaLR2yRSR (KS O2NKRRS$ Y HeNA2cMAI$ yet @rtdth BontrdlErfsuiprised
to hear a PA8 on the airwaves prior to 6am.

Gal yOKSAGSNI ! LILINR I OK 3I22R -28 sotijighfrgnd Webelodne {oAh€ NINJ |
LatS 2F aly Ay (KS 5daidyi?2 $RND dzZDYZNRB Y [I6 & Al BINE | OK
thousand feet on one zero one severguestinga BasicService as we route through the low level
O2NNAR2NJ G246 NRa . tF0O1LR2t d¢

28 gSNB IAGSYy 2dzNJ . 1 aA0 {SNBAOS IyR | LIWNRISR (2
Shortly afterwards we gssed Crew at 05.56three minutes ahead of the PLOG

Our next waypoint was the small town
Winsford We were due to reach the tow
at 06.01 but we reached it a minute early
6am exactly & ¢ K SNBE Qa Amanda
shrieked When she had calntedown she
informed me that she had lived in Winsfor
I a I OKAf R I YR N
remember how to see her house from the
she had indentified her schopight].

LiQa yAOS 6KSy TFitA
memories and have sentimental valu
During our 2007 flight we had flown past th
gliding field where Amanda had received hér
first taste ofglidingand | had flown into Birmingham Airport from where | had watched aeroplanes

fly as a small childL 4 Q& | KdzYof Ay 3 SELINInGY Gelsurk gidt aBoytS 2 F
being able to fly and compete in contests such as Dawn to Dusk.

From Winsford we changed heading slightly and flews@Oédffectively due northg to the Thelwall
Viaduct VRPWe were due to reach this at 06.08 but we mateith two minutes to spare.
From here we turned west slightly onto a heading of &@b&ards Blackpool airport.

We made up anotheminute by the time we had reached the MB@6 junction ¢ arriving at 06.08
instead of 06.0¢, before heading to the M6/M5& RP



Manchester instructed us to contact Warton on
130.80 next, giving us the regional pressure setting
of 1012 and wishing us the best of luckhere was
no response from Warton so we made blind calls

Our next waypoint was the River Riblat Warton
[left] by which time we could see Blackpool Tower
and the coast ahead of us

There was no radio response from our
transmissions to Blackpool eitheg they were

probably still warm in their beds so we kept
making blind calls in case theneas other traffic
in the area

We continued to make up time and turne
overhead Blackpool[right] at 06.23 before
coasting out to sea on a heading of 80
06.24

Feet Wet
The cloud over the water looked foreboding as we set course for the I$anf However, to the

south west we could see Wales andhind us the sun was shining brightly over Blackpothe
warm suntinted the choppy sea with a copper hue a spectacular manner The clouds were
breaking up now, but in front of us they seemtedbe lowering

We had hoped to transit the Irish Sea at
4,500ft but the threatening cloudgleft]
forced us down to just 1,000ft above the
waves We could see the white tops of the
crests braking beneath wnd small fishing
vessels being bounced anad on the swell

al I LILJ® Kidquired to my flying
companion | received a nowrommittal
nod in return.

| dislike flying over water in a singdegined aeroplaneL QY &adzNBE Al A& Lla&OK2f 23
become more acute as | listen for everydodoise from the enginel select Carb heat more often

and my breathing deepenh ¥ O2dzNBES L 1y2¢ GKIFIG GKS FSNRBLX FyYyS
Ad y2 Y2NB fA1Ste G2 &dzF T SNgbutthe ankiétydiNg incieléd y A G )
three-fold.

a®@ |yEASGe gl a O2YLRdzyRSR o6& GKS FIFOG Gkweli 4SS 02
transmitted several calls without a response, no doubt because of our low altitude over the water
and the hills on the mainland blocking thamhsmissions.



Vibration

At 06.29 | felt a vibration..It took me a few seconds to realise that it was my mobile phone! It was
handing around my neck and we were clearly low enough for it to still receive messkhgsked
Amanda to take control of thaeroplane and | read the message out loud.

[Hi steve & amanda, just 2 wish u lots of luck wiv d2d 2d&% r all finkin of u Mandy, sarah &
jessiemay xx]

It was from our dear friend and fly2help founder Mandy Pant&ur mutual friend Sarah Pepper

FYR KSNJy Y2yidK 2fR RIFdzZAKGSNI 6SNBE QGAaAldAy3ad GKACL
with the Battle of Britain Memorial FlightMark is an engineer with the flight and very much part of

the airshow world.

It was lovely to receive a messagé support
from such close friends, especially from Mandy
as we were really doing this trip for her
benefit.. but my nerves could really have done
without a vibration at 1,000ft over the Irish
Sea!

Mid way across

the water the
clouds finally
began to it
[lef] and we
were able to climb slightly and breathe a sigh of relig#fe never
made it to more than 2,000ft but every extra foot countasd
carried us further from the waves.

With no success raising Scottish Informatiare switched our
attentions © RonaldswayApproach and at 06.35 we made contad
D2t F {ASNNI tF LI 32 2&RKRsaid the\
controller (doubtless due to our rangefy 2 dz€ddied to enter the
zone, the Ronaldsway is Q&ifie zero one fiveand runway in use is
two six Squawkfour five five onet

At AdGe

Pardon?
We tuned in and checked the Ronaldsway VOR (IOM 112.2) before listening in on the ATIS on
123.875 for the latest weather.

Ronaldsway Information November told us that the wind wasgl#010kts, visibility was 10km,
Of 2dzR 6l a WF¥FS6Q |G mMIgKSTi SYYR NiaddiueBSWIE Ry .viimwmE n s
The TDME was unserviceable

It was shortly after this that éncountered a most peculiar sensatioiVhilst looking davn at the
waves below I lost all sense of hearing in my right hand #avas most disconcerting aridasked
Amanda to take over flying the aeroplane for a few moments.

aL OF yQi KSI NJ ddpld@nddadherye NA IK{G S NE
Gt | NFsheyfesponded.



Gal A RL.LOKOERIYfINMME LG gl & GKS 2f RSad 22at2900kgleri KS 02
the IrishSea.

But what was wrong? | took off my headset

and could hear without problemg which

was a relief | tried what Amanda described

as KS WyrfS t23A0Q VYSGK2R
KSFRaSi AyONBFraiay3ate KIFN
seem to make a difference.

dal &@0S @&2dz ySSR (2 OKI Yy
Amanda suggested

Then, as | leant forward to pick up the
battery holder | saw the problem..| had
troddenon the unit and turned down the volume control for the right ear!

GC28EDE FAYSR ! YFEYRIF 61 OlGdzatte Al o6FayQid GKFG LR

Gl OGdad @l 4 Aefrd6RKEBBE 6l a Ly Fyy2eiy3d sdKAyS O3
side of the aeroplane.L ¢ & ( NB A y Bhditpaftarviadi€l was paked ndhé tibs!

Isle of Man &t  he Manx Air Derby

We coasted in overhead Maughold Lighthou
[right] at 06.54 ¢ three minutes earlier than
planned, no doubt aidedby$ FI OG & KI
used the expected climbing time to 4,500ft.

| reported landfall and turned onto a heading
228 past Douglas Bay [below] towards
Ronaldsway

Amanda chose this
opportunity to
F LILIX & KSNJ YI 1 S dzideatiingss folhrestify tHe 8rdtd K A NJ
people of the day ! f (1 K2dzAK 6SQR alLl2|1Sy (2 O3
the radio we had actually seen nobobut each other since about

10.30pm the previous evening.

We could see Ronaldsway as we passed Douglas Bay and upon
NEBLR2NIAY3 GaCASEtR Ay {A3IKGEGE O nrtodn
on 118.90.

Our routing across the sea had been very specific as Wenaated
to recreate the route flown by the Mankir Derby irthe 1930s.

The first Air Derby, in 1932 saw aeroplane escorted across from Blackpool by a flyinguboat
subsequent events saw a fleet of aeroplane racing from the south of England, turrenigead
Blackpool and coasting in at Maughold Lighthouse (as per our route).



The 1932 event established a pattern of hosting an airshow after the racing had been completed
Ronaldsway had attracted well over a thousand spectators, at a shilinge@andthey were treated
to a display of flour bomb dropping, aerobatics and balloon bursting

Attempts were made to hold a race meeting in 1935 but it was not until the following year that the
first of a series of international events was heltlaroused temendous interest in the aeronautical
world and attracted 20 entrants including many famous namebhe start was at Hanworth
Aerodrome, London, and the race route would be via Speke, where a compulsory stop of one hour
was required to check and refuelreiaft, before flying on to Blackpool, then across the Irish Sea to
Maughold Head and the finishing line in Douglas [Balow]. The total distance to be covered was

298 miles including the 31 mile sea crossing which would be patrolled by lifebaevent was to

be open to any type of aircraft, both British and foreign, and it is interesting to note that the entries
included one of the new Cierva autogiros

With so many different types of
machines competing the
handicappers had a formidable task
in deciding starting times according
to known performance which,
theoretically, were designed to
bring all aircraft over Douglas at the
same time The first aircraft would
leave Hanworth at 10.0@Gm and
the last at 12.55pm

Progressof the race was broadcas

by BBC North Region and
spectators lining Douglas
Promenade, in cold and miserable
conditions, were kept informed by
loud speaker The judges were in position and were headed by the Duchess of Bedford who had
flown to the Island in her own Moth

Justafter 15.00the first aircraftwas sighted at Maughold HeadIt was the DH 85 Leopard Moth
piloted by the youthfull9-yearold Alex Henshaw who received tremendous cheers as he dived
across the Bay, circled and headed for Ronaldswast home werédvlabd and Sheila Glass who
had forcelanded near Heston, Wirral, wheheir Moth ranout of petrol

The 1937 race caused great excitement when the news broke that that the Aero Club von
Deutschland had entered two BFW 180s (later to be known as Messers&h8s)

For the Londong IOM race there were 23 entries received although just 20 startethe
handicappers placed the Taylor 'Cub' of A Walter in the front, starting at 10.50 and it was nearly
two hours before 'scratch' man Alex Henshaw, vdobe able to give chaseHe was flying his new
205hp Percival Mew Gujlwhich he would go on to race to Cape Town and back in.1939

Thick fog over Maughold Head reduced visibility to between 300 and 400 yards and caused complete
chaos as competitorsniously searched for check pointMany gave up and returned to Blackpool

but first home was one of thelark blueBFW 180s piloted by Major Seidemaqrtomplete with
swastika on the tail..



Alas he was judged to have misgad finish line in DouglaBayandwas excluded He immediately

took off again and flew to Douglas, resultimga protest being lodged with the Stewards who held

three meetings over the weekend to sort things out was not until Monday morning that they
announced the final plaegs, declaring Major Seidemann the winner as he had been the only
competitor to be recorded at Maughold HeadHe was of course delighted to be taking the
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The followingyear the race and subsequent airshow attracted a considerable number of foreign
entries making the Isle of Man Air Races a really international affélie entries rose to 33 and
included six from Germany with Czechoslovakia, Switzerland, Latvia anccAérepresented

By far the strongest force came from Germany with an entry of three ME 108s, an AGO A0192
Kurier, a Klemm 135 and a Focke Wulf Fvstdglitzwhich became a standard basic trainer for the
Luftwaffe

An interesting British entry as that of Flying Officer Geoffrey de Havilland, son of the brilliant
aircraft designer He was flying the racing T.K.2 built by the de Havilland Technical School under the
sponsorship of Lord Wakefield of Castrol fame who did so much to support spees ispprewar

days

The start of the race was moved to Hatfield and the finish was at Ronaldsway rather than Douglas
First away on a bright Saturday morning was Ronald PorteouCimlernDW.1 He left at 11.25
and once again Alex Henshaw in tlew Gull was last away at 12.45

The little Comper Swift, once owned by the Duke of Windsor and now flown by Stanchovee
home first havindgaken 111 minutes and 21 seconds flying time and averaged g5

That weekend also saw the first glidéowed) crossing of the Irish Sedhe pilot was German ace

Herr Kronfield who, in 1931, had been first to cross the English Channel winning a Daily Mail prize of
£1,000 Herr Kronfield took off in a Kirby Kite from a Yorkshire airfield, towed by instrytot

Mark Lecayo at the controls of an Avro Cad8trong winds were against them and it took one hour

and 50 minutes for the 31 mile crossing betwddackpoobhnd Maughold Head

When the entrants for the Londonlsle of Man Race assembled at fitdtl for the 1939 event the
absence of Continental competitors was conspicuous, due no doubt to the increasingly tense
international situation

The race was blessed by fine weather though strangds kept speeds downThe BB®roadcast
commentaries fom both Blackpool and Ronaldsway and listeners heard of the thrilling finish as
Geoffrey de Havilland flashed over the line hotly pursued by a rapidly gaining Alex Henshaw finishing
just seconds behind

Although the Manx Ais S NJbwér@ probably the rost important aviation events on the island it
actually traces its airshow history back to 1911.

The summer of 1911 saw the Coronation of King George V and was also the year when the Isle of
Man celebrated its Jubilee as a municipaliffo mark these evds the town of Douglas laid on a
lavish programme of events to amuse and entertain both residents and heilidders alike

Included in the schedule was an Aviation Display on Tuesday July 4 which gave island residents their
first chance to see aerophes in Manx skiesTwo pilots were contracted to appear the meeting,



Claude Graham¥Vhite in his Farman biplane and George Barnes in his BléTio¢ aircraft were
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The island still has a rich aviation heritage and air events take place at both Jurby and Ronaldsway
airfields The annual TT Races also boast an aviation element so a visit on the Take Flight Dawn to
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Safely Do wn
We landed on runway 26 at 07.@tine minutes
ahead of our scheduled arrival time

D2t F {ASNNI t I LI I sadS
the jolly controller ¢ 9 EA G+ G/ KI N
parking on Victothis morning, | believe you have
a welcoming conmittee!é
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Victor to be greeted by a sea of yellow coats a
cameras We shut down at 07.10 and took §
deep breath of sea air it felt good to have that |§
water crossing behind usBefore climbing from
the aerglane | made a quick call to John in t
Ops Room to check.int KSNB 41 4y Q
¢ simply to let him know we were safe and to s3
we would call for a full briefing before wg
departed.

The first to greet us was a representative
W{ LIS OA | dnd weN@tmgdintel expected td
be quizzed about our Flight Plan, customs for
and passport detailg however we were far from ‘
the truth. This policeman was an aviatiof
enthusiast who wanted to be the first to welcome us to his island!

We were also geted by Gary Lee

the Duty Manager at the Isle of Man
Airport. Director Ann Reynolds sent
her apologies for absence and
extended an invitation to visit the
islands as her guest in the future
JoiningGarywas Ed Swain from the

TT Races and a mass of need




